
The Way They Learn 
By: Pamela Willhite 

 

Have your homeschool dreams been dashed to the ground? 

 
Are you feeling exasperated, frustrated, or maybe even like a failure because your child isn't learning 

what you are trying to teach them? 

 
There is hope, you don't even have to buy some expensive program or sign them up for college tui-

tion-priced private school.  It could be something as simple as adjusting your teaching method. 

 
Years ago, when I started my homeschool journey, I read a wonderfully informative book, “The Way 

They Learn” by Cynthia Ulrich Tobias. The book showed me where I was making a HUGE mistake 

with the style, I was using to teach my child.  

I tried so hard to teach my son but was only getting exasperated.  I couldn’t understand why he 

couldn’t grasp what he was being taught. 

 
Each day I would try to teach him and he would try to learn but the only thing we were both learning 

was exasperation and feelings of failure. At the time my little one wouldn’t have known the word ex-

asperated but his body language told me that he completely understood the meaning of that word.   

 
I remember being so troubled and praying “Lord show me how to teach him, I know he’s smart but 

Lord he is so slow”.  What a surprise for me to realize that I was the slow one.  Slow to see that the 

way I was teaching him was totally wrong for him.   

 
My son's primary learning style is physical, and his secondary is visual. Audible wasn’t even on his 

scope. He wanted to see it and feel it. The book taught me to evaluate my child, observe him close-

ly, and see how he takes in information. Then simply change my teaching style to the way he learns, 

not the way I learn.   

 
WOW, what an eye-opener!  I remember thinking, “Why isn’t this information everywhere; it should 

be on every homeschool website, and in every homeschool book”.  I went from feeling like a com-

plete failure to success and seeing my child go from hating learning to loving it and having fun, in the 

process. 

 
I’ve been homeschooling my children and others for 19 years; I’m so glad I found one of the keys to 

instilling a love of learning into children. Each of my children has different learning styles which 

makes them awesome unique people.   

 
So, if you are feeling frustrated and overwhelmed because everything you’ve tried doesn’t seem to 

be working. Stop, take a deep breath and just observe your child’s way of learning.  It could be that 

you are trying to teach your child the way you learn and not the way they learn. 

 
The second thing I learned about teaching a child a love of learning is Living Books.  Watch for the 
future article on Living Books. 


