
Are You a Friend or Enemy of God? 
Online Message 

 

Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with 
God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. James 4:4 

 
Enmity G2189 echthra 
Hostility, opposition, hatred 

 
WOW, to me this says it all, we cannot be a friend of the world and a friend of God.  
All who are friends of the world are God's enemies. 
 

What is your relationship with God if you have a friendship with the world? 

 

 
 
What does God call a person how has a friendship with the world. 

 

 

 
Our biggest problem with becoming friends of this world is that we don't seem to realize that 
we have become friends of the world. We rely on our stinking thinking and justify doing what 
everyone else is doing. God's Word tells us that to use our (old man / carnal) way of thinking 
is death and hatred toward God.  
 
"For to be carnally (natural man / old man) minded is death; but to be spiritually minded 
(new man) is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So, then they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God." Romans 8:6-8 
 

Enmity G2189 echthra 
Hostility, opposition, hatred 

 
Spiritually Minded 
G4151 pneuma 
the third person of the triune God, the Holy Spirit, coequal, coeternal with the Father 
and the Son, a life-giving spirit 
G5427 phronēma 
what one has in the mind, the thoughts and purposes 

 
The thoughts and purposes of the Triune God, the Holy Spirit, Life giving Spirit. 

 
What is the result of thinking like the old man with the carnal mind? 

 

 

     
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4u1jiifdk4


What kind of relationship does the carnal mind have with God? 

 

 

 
We so often fall to the lies of Satan because he does not approach us as something evil and 
scary, we might see around Halloween, he comes as an angel of light and so do his 
ministers.  "And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore, it 
is no great thing if his ministers also are transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose 
end shall be according to their works." 1 Corinthians 11:14-15 
 
What does satan look like? 

 

 

 
If you are not walking in the Spirit, do you think it would be easy to recognize satan and his 
tricks? 

 

 

 
What do satan’s workers look like? 

 

 

 
What is the end of these evil workers? 

 

 

 
We must stand firm on the Word of God and not be swayed to look at this or participate in that 
because someone in the church, even the minister, says it will be ok.  If God's Word is 
against it, it is NOT ok.  No matter how it is presented, do not be deceived. Do not let the wolf 
in sheep's clothing trick you into compromising and accepting what is not of God.  "And he 
said, take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; 
and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them." Luke 21:8  

Deceived G4105 planaō 
Go astray, seduce, wander, be out of the way, lead away from the truth, lead into error, 
lead away into error and sin. 
Roam from safety, truth or virtue. 

 
If you allow yourself to be deceived what will satan do? 

 

 

 
  



“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves.  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns or 
figs of thistles? Even so, every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth 
forth evil fruit.  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth 
good fruit.  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the 
fire. Wherefore by their fruits, ye shall know them." Matthew 7:15-20 
 

Ravening G727 harpax 

Ravenous, extortioner, a robber 
 
Corrupt G4550 sapros 

Rotten, putrefied, corrupted by one and no longer fit for use.. 

Worthless (literally or morally) 

 
Hewn down G1581 ekkoptō 

Cut off, hewn, cut down, cut out,  
 
What happens to every tree that doesn’t have good fruit? 

 

 

 
What kind of fruit does a corrupt tree have? 

 

 

 
What are the good and bad fruit trees a metaphor for? 

 

 
Why do you think God wants us to be able to distinguish between those that have good fruit 
and those that have bad fruit? 

 

 

 
What is the casting in the fire for the bad tree and bad fruit symbolic of? 

 

 

 
We must stand firm on the truth, reject stinking thinking, put on the mind of Christ, and not 
conform to this world. “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God." Romans 12:2 
 

Conformed G4964 syschēmatizō 
Conform one’s self to another’s pattern or fashion, fashion alike,  
 
Transformed G3339 metamorphoō 
Transfigure, transform, change, to change into another form 



Christ appearance was changed and was resplendent with divine brightness on the 
mount of transfiguration. 
Literally or figuratively “metamorphose” – change, transfigure, transform.  Reproduce 
the same image. 
 
Renewing G342 anakainōsis 
A renewal, renovation, complete change for the better. 
Effected by the Holy Spirit. 

 
There is only one will of God and it is good, acceptable and perfect. 
 
Too often people try to say that this statement means that there is a perfect will of God and 
non-perfect or permissive will of God, as if God is ok with sin.  
 
 James 4:17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. 
 Romans 14:23 … for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. 

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

 
The syntax in Romans 12:2 proves to us that it isn’t more than one kind of will, it is only one.  
Just like if you were giving us characteristics of your ideal house and said it was good, accept 
and perfect.  The words “will of God” and “House” are used in the same way.  You are not 
talking about two different houses nor is the scripture speaking of two Wills of God. 
 
What does the Word of God say that we are not to be conformed or transformed to be like? 

 

 

 
How do we experience transformation? 

 

 

 
How do you prove the that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God? 

 

 

 
We must "Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  Be not wise in thine own 
eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. " Proverbs 3:5-7 
 
How are we supposed to trust in the Lord? 

 

 

 
How often are we to acknowledge or ask him to direct our paths? 

 

 



When we do things our own way and are being wise in our own eyes, Proverbs 3:7 says this 
way of thinking is what? 

 

 

 
Keep in mind that this fight we are fighting is for our very souls and the souls of our loved 
ones. Even though these attacks come from flesh and blood people, our war is not physical.   
 
"For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting 
down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; “2 Corinthians 10:3-5 
 
We cannot be friends with this world and with God.  
 
"...know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will 
be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. James 4:4 
 
But we can: 
Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast 
professed a good profession before many witnesses. 1 Timothy 6:12 
 
…that thou mightest war a good warfare; 1 Timothy 1:18 
 
And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain 
a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.  I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, 
not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that 
by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 1 Corinthians 
9:25-27 
 
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.  Put on the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  Wherefore take unto you 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand.  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the 
breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked.  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God: praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.  Ephesians 6:10-18 


