
A Good Start  Watch online 

 

I strongly recommend reading or listening to True & False Repentance by Charles Finney 

 

The rate of Recidivism in the Church is just as bad or worse than that of the returning prisoner. If you 
keep doing the same thing and are thinking the same way; the outcome will be the same. 

 

If your mind isn’t renewed, you will fall into the trap because you haven’t changed the way you 
process all information. If your mind is not renewed the way you act or react to events, speech or any 
input will draw you into a pit. 

 

Renewing your mind is putting on the MIND OF CHRIST and doing WHAT HE DID. 

 

Like a small child imitates their parent. They put on your shoes; clomp around the house, walk, talk 
and act like you. 

 

This is exactly what we must do. PUT ON, CHRIST. Walk, act, and speak just like HIM. Do what he 
did. It is easier to act yourself into believing; than to believe yourself into acting. 

 

If you fall into the trap of forever learning and never perceiving the truth. You’ve gone down the road 
of trying to believe enough so you can act. But this is a never-ending cycle.   

 

Just like the child, they acted themselves into believing, and with each act, they looked more and 
more like their parent. 

 

The constant waiting to look like Christ causes a hardened heart, that is sour and holds to sacred 
cows and false religious doctrines because it comforts them in their stagnant existence. This 
existence does nothing for the kingdom of God but the contrary. 

 

This type of person typically teaches others to be just like them. It helps them to feel better about their 
stagnant life, if someone else is just like them; then it must be good.  

 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye compass sea and land to make one 
proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. Matthew 
23:15 

 

What do the scribes and Pharisees (religious leaders) make their proselytes into? 

 

 

 

 

 

This lifestyle typically gives a pass to sin. Because after all; we all sin.   

 

NO, WE DON’T! 

https://youtu.be/hpkriSKwGq0


 

This false doctrine stemmed from the pulpit where preachers started confessing over themselves and 
their congregation that everyone sins daily; multiple times a day. You just ask God to forgive you and 
keep going.  No real repentance. 

 

When Peter sinned against Christ by lying and denying that he knew Christ, he was undone. He was 
distraught about what he had done. Not passive; “Oh well”. 

 

Recidivism or returning to the old life is very high for these types of believers. There are even meeting 
groups all over the US and other countries that people get together weekly to encourage each other 
IN their sins. These meetings are not to renew their mind and make changes for a different outcome 
but to encourage each other that it is OK if they sin because we all do.  In these groups sin is 
acceptable and something that they all do.   

 

WHAT! 

 

Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. Romans 12:2 

 

What are we to not be conformed to or made to be just like? 

 

 

 

 

False teachers will use this scripture to add to the Word of God that there is a permissive will and a 
perfect will.   

 

NO! God does not permit sin! He hasn’t permitted you to sin. 

 

James 1:2-16 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the 
trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect 
and entire, wanting nothing. If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For 
he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think 
that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.  

 

Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: But the rich, in that he is made low: 
because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning 
heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it 
perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.  

 

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. Let no man say when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man 
is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, 
it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.  Do not err, my beloved brethren. 

  



How are you supposed to feel about temptations? 

 

 

 

 

When you’ve endured temptation what will you receive? 

 

 

 

 

Who receives the crown of Life? 

 

 

 

 

According to the scripture does God tempt you? 

 

 

 

Who does the temptation come from? 

 

 

 

Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? 
whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. James 4:4 

 

Friendship definition (Noah Webster 1828)  

An attachment to a person, proceeding from intimate acquaintance, and a reciprocation of kind 
offices, or from a favorable opinion of the amiable and respectable qualities of his mind. 

 

Conformity; affinity; correspondence; aptness to unite 

 

According to the scripture, if you have a friendship with this world what is your relationship with God? 

 

 

 

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 1 John 2:15 

 

  



What does scripture say about the person who loves the world and the things in the world? 

 

 

 

Don’t be a recidivism statistic. 

 

He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, 
just and right is he.  Deuteronomy 32:4 

 

As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that trust in 
him.  Psalm 18:30 

 

Is God perfect or imperfect? 

 

 

 

What God does, is it perfect or imperfect? 

 

 

 

 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. Romans 12:2 

 

 

How do you keep from being conformed to this world? 

 

 

 

Is there any other will of God other than his perfect will? 

 

 

 

Why would it be a comforting thought to think that God had an imperfect will? 

 

 

 

 

Renew your mind 

Put on the Mind of Christ 

Act Just Like CHRIST. 



 

“True repentance involves a change of opinion respecting the nature of sin followed by a 
corresponding change of feeling toward sin.  Godly sorrow, which God requires, must spring from His 
views of sin.  Instead of looking desirable or fascinating, it looks odious and detestable.  One who 
truly repents looks at his own conduct as perfectly hateful.  He looks back and exclaims, “How 
detestable and worthy of hell my sin was. There may be a change of opinion without repentance, but 
no genuine repentance occurs without a change of opinion.  The word rendered “repentance” implies 
a change of opinion in regard to the just outcome of sin.  The truly awakened and convicted sinner 
sees clearly that sin deserves everlasting punishment from God.  To him it is simply a matter of fact.  
The individual who truly repents not only sees sin as detestable, vile, and worthy of abhorrence, but 
he hates it in his heart.  A person may see sin to be hurtful and abominable and still love it, desire it, 
and cling to it.  But when he truly repents, he wholeheartedly abhors and renounces it.  When a 
believer views sin in relation to God, he feels like weeping.  Where repentance is genuine, the 
prevailing tendency to repeat sin is gone.  If you have truly repented, you do not no love sin.  You do 
not now abstain from it through fear or to avoid punishment but because you hate it.  If you do have 
the disposition to sin left, you are only convicted.  Your opinions of sin may be changed, but if the love 
of that sin remains, you are still an impenitent sinner.”  True and False Repentance Charles G. Finney 

 

Noah Webster 1828 

Impenitent: One who does not repent; a hardened sinner. 

 

 


